
Parish of St Thomas the Apostle   Sunday Masses:  16.00 (Vigil), 10.00 

Parish Priest: Rev. Joseph Balmer BD    Daily Masses:  10.00 except Wed 18.00 

Address:  70 Main Street, Neilston, G78 3NJ   Confessions:  Wed 17.25 – 17.55 

Tel:  0141 881 1478        Sat 10.30 – 11.00 

Email:  stthomas@rcdop.org.uk       By appointment 

Web:  www.stthomasneilston.co.uk   Adoration:  Mon – Sat 09.00 except Wed 17.00 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stthomasneilston     Also Thu 10.30 – 11.30 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 

Sunday 17th February 2019 

Connect with us online! Visit www.sthomasneilston.co.uk and Like our Facebook Page! 

 

Last Week’s Collection(s) 
Offertory:  £356.66 + £355.00 (Standing Order) 
 
 
 

Important Contact Details 
SSVP:   07598511261 
Hall Enquiries:  07488397392 

40 Days for Life: What are you doing for Lent? Will you 
come and pray one hour with us each week this Lent to 
pray for a culture of life in Scotland? 40 Days for Life is 
a growing grassroots prolife lay movement which seeks 
to replace the culture of death with a culture of life. 
2018 marked the 50th anniversary of the 
implementation of abortion in the UK. During this time 
the UK has aborted 9 million babies.  Half a million of 
these babies have been Scottish children (Source: ISD 
Online) Abortion is the leading individual cause of death 
around the world. In his encyclical Evangelium Vitae 
(Gospel of Life) Pope St John Paul 11 wrote ‘To defend 
and promote life, to show reverence and love for it, is a 
task which God entrusts to every man’ EV para 42 ‘What 
is urgently called for is a general mobilisation of 
consciences and a united ethical effort to activate a 
great campaign in support of life. All together, we must 
build a new culture of life: EV para 95. To join the 40 
Days for Life prayer vigil email 
Ogilvie2019@outlook.com . 40 Days for Life stands in 
prayerful solidarity with all of the women, men and 
children whose lives have been damaged/taken by 
abortion. 

Lenten Reflection s3-s6: Net Ministries will be hosting 
an afternoon of activities for s3-s6 pupils on Sunday 3rd 
March 2-6pm at the St. Mirin’s Chaplaincy Centre, 45 
High Street, Paisley. Come and find out more about Lent 
and what it means for you! Please bring along a 
completed consent form which you obtain from your 
Parish or school. For more information please contact 
Fr. John Morrison vocations@rcdop.org. uk 
 
SCIAF Lenten Boxes: These will be available to be 
uplifted along with your Lenten package from SCIAF this 
weekend. Please return by Easter Sunday. Thankyou. 
 
 

. 

 

 

Lenten Station Masses: This is the second year of our 
Lenten Station Masses where our diocese imitates the 
ancient practice of the Church in Rome, where the Pope 
would celebrate Mass in a different parish church on 
each of the days of Lent.  To prepare ourselves for the 
Celebration of Easter Bishop John will celebrate a 
Station Masses with the people in our MATN cluster 
areas.  At each Mass he will used the readings of the 
day to preach a short catechetical homily on the themes 
below. Please come along to your cluster Mass, or 
maybe your Lenten discipline could be travel with the 
bishop and attend all of them! Al Masses are at 7pm: 
 
Prayer  7/3/19 St. Columba’s, Renfrew 
Fasting  11/3 St. Charles, Paisley 
Almsgiving 12/3 St. Mary’s, Greenock  
Simplicity 13/3 St. Ninian’s, Gourock 
Chastity 14/3 St. Joseph’s, Clarkston 
Obedience 20/3 St. Margaret’s, Johnstone 
Reconciliation 21/3 St. John’s, Barrhead 
Mother of the 
      Redeemer 27/3 St. Francis, Port Glasgow 
 
SCIAF’s WEE BOX 6K Family Fun Run: 4th May 2019, 
Strathclyde Country Park, 10am for 11am run start.  
Millions of people around the world continue to 
struggle to support themselves and their families 
because of extreme poverty, war and natural disasters. 
Your entry fee and sponsorship will help fund our life 
changing work. Every step you take will bring someone 
living in poverty a step closer to supporting themselves 
and living with dignity. Whether you’re old or young, 
running or walking, with family, friends or going solo,  
sign up online at www.sciaf.org.uk to show solidarity 
with people in need around the world. 

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjTlbie1anXAhXFAxoKHU7nDncQjRwIBw&url=https://www.breezeworks.com/blog/a-website-is-the-best-way-to-find-new-customers/&psig=AOvVaw3L5gN-PXUvGpLCOY6lS2fA&ust=1510047974302461
mailto:vocations@rcdop.org
http://www.sciaf.org.uk/


Legacies: When making your Will, have you thought of leaving a legacy to the parish or diocese? 
Gift Aid:  If you pay tax, ask for a Gift-aid form; with your one-off signature, we get an extra 25%! 

  

18th February- 4th March: All Masses will be at 10am. 
No Wed Evening Masses on Wed 20th/27th February. On 
Thu 21st and on Sat 23rd February/2nd March, there will 
be Eucharistic Services at 10am. 

Ash Wednesday, 6th March: Masses will be at 10am and 
7pm. St Luke’s High School will have two Services at 
which Ashes will be distributed at 8.50am and 9.20am. 
St Thomas’ Primary will join us at the 10am Mass. 

200 Club: There are 150 memberships to date. There is 
still time to renew toady. Both January & February's 
draw will take place on Sunday 24 February. 

World day of Prayer Friday 1st March. This will take 
place in the hall at 2pm on 1st March. Donations of 
baking\sandwiches very welcome 
 
20-40 Network Drinks Night: Aged 20-40? Fancy joining 
us for a drink? We are meeting at 8pm on Saturday 2nd 
March at the Counting House pub on George Square for 
a few drinks and would love it if you could join us. We've 
got a small room booked, so no need to worry about 
getting a seat! Email 2040network@gmail.com to buy a 
ticket or join our mailing list to find out about future 
events if you can’t make this one. 
 
Pro-Life Mass: This month’s Pro-Life Mass is on 
Wednesday, 20th February in Blessed John Duns 
Scotus, 270 Ballater St, Gorbals G5 0YT. There will be 
Adoration at 6pm, followed by Rosary at 7pm and Mass 
at 7.30pm. All welcome. The celebrant will be Fr Allan 
Cameron. 
 
On line Lenten Retreat:  www.lentenretreat.uk  
Visit this to register. Every day of Lent the Ignatian 
Spirituality Centre will provide a reading from Sacred 
Scripture, a daily prayer and some food for thought. St 
Joseph’s in Clarkston will facilitate a weekly meeting at 
7pm every Tuesday from 5th March-9th April in the 
Church Hall. See poster in porch for more details. 
 
Franciscan Youth Meeting: Are you between 18-35? St 
Francis and St Clare welcomes you to join us for a night 
of prayer, talks and a wee something to eat. Our 
reflection is on “God is Love “ Next Thursday 21st of 
February at 7pm, Diocesan offices , Incle Street , 
Paisley. 

SPRED - Special Second Collection 24th February: Our 
Paisley Diocese SPRED offers people with learning 
disabilities a personal friend who takes time to share 
life and faith, spiritual nurture in a small community of 
faith, and a sense of belonging to a parish 
community.  Twenty-one SPRED groups meet in our 
church halls and special needs schools, allowing two 
hundred parishioners to come together in faith and 
friendship to share and experience God’s love.  Paisley 
SPRED supports three employees.  “In SPRED I feel that 
I belong and everyone is my friend”.  In 2017 this 
collection, with our Advent SPRED boxes and Friends 
Campaign, raised £39,556 which represents 54% of our 
expenditure of £73,275, resulting in a shortfall of 
£34,352 which was made up from diocesan reserves. 
 
Lenten Day for Primary School Children: The Diocese 
of Paisley will be holding a Lenten reflection day for 
Primary school pupils in p 4,5, 6 +7 on Sunday 10th 
March 2019 at St. Francis’, Port Glasgow 2-6pm. To 
attend the event, facilitated by the Salesian Sisters, the 
children must bring with them a consent form. This can 
be obtained from your parish, school or by contacting 
Fr. John Morrison e-mail: vocations@rcdop.org.uk 
 
Cinema Night: The Story of Josephine Bakhita, Patron 
Saint of Sudan. If you fancy a cinema night with a 
difference come and see Bakhita, From Slave to Saint, 
this Thursday 21 February, 7.30pm at the VUE Cinema, 
Glasgow Fort Shopping Centre.  Ticket Donations £10 
will help send ten young people with Missio to 
Africa.  To pre-book tickets go to www.eventbrite.co.uk 
or Pauline Book and Media Centre, St. Enoch’s Place, or 
Missio Scotland. 
 
Annual White Flower Collection for SPUC: The retiring 
collection will take place this weekend at all Masses. 
There will also be a speaker. “The greatest destroyer of 
love & peace is Abortion, which is war against the 
child” (St Mother Teresa of Calcutta) 
 

We pray for all those who are sick. We pray for those 

who have died recently: Peter Gallanagh, and for the 

anniversaries of those who died around this time: 

Sarah Burns, Bill Gilmour, William & Marjorie Heaney, 

Lucy Hughes, Pat Hughes, Larraine Lee, Anne & Peter 

Lannon, George & Lucy Mitchell, Catherine Moore, 

Tommy McAllister, Bridget & William McGuire. 
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