
Parish of St Thomas the Apostle   Sunday Masses:  16.00 (Vigil), 10.00 

Parish Priest: Rev. Joseph Balmer BD    Daily Masses:  10.00 except Wed 18.00 

Address:  70 Main Street, Neilston, G78 3NJ   Confessions:  Wed 17.25 – 17.55 

Tel:  0141 881 1478        Sat 10.30 – 11.00 

Email:  stthomas@rcdop.org.uk       By appointment 

Web:  www.stthomasneilston.co.uk   Adoration:  Mon – Sat 09.00 except Wed 17.00 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stthomasneilston     Also Thu 10.30 – 11.30 

Second Sunday of Advent (C) 

Sunday 9th December 2018 

Connect with us online! Visit www.sthomasneilston.co.uk and Like our Facebook Page! 

 

Last Week’s Collection(s) 
Offertory:  £348.41 + £355.00 (Standing Order) 
Building Fund: £255.78 
 
 
 

Important Contact Details 
SSVP:   07598511261 
Hall Enquiries:  07488397392 

Season of Advent: The word "Advent," from the 
Latin adventus (Greek parousia), means "coming" or 
"arrival." The Advent Season is focused on the anticipating 
the arrival of Jesus as Messiah. The worship, scripture 
readings, and prayers not only prepare us spiritually for 
Christmas (his first coming), but also for his eventual second 
coming. This is why the Bible readings during Advent include 
both Old Testament passages related to the expected 
Messiah, and New Testament passages concerning Jesus' 
second coming as judge of all. Also, passages about John the 
Baptist, the precursor who prepared the way for the Messiah, 
are read. All of these themes are present in Catholic worship 
during Advent, which The Catechism succinctly describes: 
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, 
she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, 
for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour’s first 
coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second 
coming. 
 
By celebrating the precursor's birth and martyrdom, the 
Church unites herself to his desire: "He must increase, but I 
must decrease" (524). Since Advent looks forward to Christ's 
birth and Incarnation, it is an appropriate way to begin the 
Church’s New Liturgical Year. However, Advent is not part of 
the Christmas season itself, but a preparation for it.  
 
The Advent Jesse tree: This reminds us of the people, 
prophesies and events leading up to Jesus birth and 
especially the Prophet Isaiah’s prophecy “ A shoot shall grow 
out of the stock of Jesse and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots” . Jesse is the Father of King David and King David was 
promised that his throne will last forever. This is only made 
possible through Jesus who is a direct descendent of King 
David through his foster father St Joseph, his legal father and 
guardian. The gifts will go to the SSVDP Special works 
conference “Our Lady of the Wayside reaching out to 
homeless and the poor. 
 
Christmas Shoppers Evening: The evening raised £635.66. A 
big thank you to all those who supported the Parish 
Fundraiser and of course to our Fundraising Committee for 
their continued commitment and hard work to raise funds for 
the Parish. 
 
 

 

New. St Mirin’s Fund: The Diocese of Paisley has set up 

a St. Mirin’s Fund to disburse the funds of the Episcopal 

Charities and the Bishop’s Fund.  The Fund will begin on 

the First Sunday of Advent and then the Fund team, 

chaired by Canon Peter McGarry, will be make around 

£10,000 worth of grants annually to projects in the 

diocese or led by parishioners of the diocese that help 

to build up the Kingdom of God or alleviate special 

need.  Applications will be considered quarterly. If you 

want to make an application we encourage you to go to 

our diocesan website and download the forms.  

Art work by James Callaghan 
James is a parishioner here in St. Thomas’ and painted 
the picture of St Thomas above the water font as you 
enter the Church.  He is an artist who focuses most of 
his work through his religion.  If you are interested in 
Mr Callaghan’s work and would like to contact him, you 
can email him on jim.callaghan1010@ntlworld.com 
 
Mass at the Chaplaincy: Mass at the Chaplaincy Center 
has now finished with the end of term.  Mass will 
resume on Monday 7th January 2019 at 12.30.  Thank 
you. 
  
SPRED Advent Boxes: These can be uplifted this 
weekend and returned after Christmas. SPRED is the 
Special Religious Development, a catechetical 
programme for children\adults who have a learning 
disability. SPRED offers people with learning 
disabilities: Friendship, a personal friend who takes 
time to share life and faith. Spiritual nurture in a small 
community of faith. A sense of belonging to a parish 
community where opportunities are created for active 
belonging. For more information see 
stpeterspaisley.org/spred 
 
 

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjTlbie1anXAhXFAxoKHU7nDncQjRwIBw&url=https://www.breezeworks.com/blog/a-website-is-the-best-way-to-find-new-customers/&psig=AOvVaw3L5gN-PXUvGpLCOY6lS2fA&ust=1510047974302461


Legacies: When making your Will, have you thought of leaving a legacy to the parish or diocese? 
Gift Aid:  If you pay tax, ask for a Gift-aid form; with your one-off signature, we get an extra 25%! 

  

Advent Day for Primary School Children: The Diocese 
of Paisley will be holding an Advent reflection day for 
Primary school pupils in p 4,5, 6 +7 next Sunday 9th 
December 2018 at St. Joseph’s, Clarkston 2-6pm. To 
attend the event, facilitated by the Salesian Sisters, the 
children must bring with them a consent form. This can 
be obtained from your parish, school or by contacting 
Fr. John Morrison e-mail: vocations@rcdop.org.uk 
  
Festive Tea dance: The last of this year’s Tea Dances will 
have a Festive Theme with mulled wine, Tea, Cake and 
Live Music with Neil Dunn. This will take place on 
Monday the 10th of December at 1pm in the Church 
Hall. The entry is £5. Thank you to the Fundraising 
Committee for their hard work and efforts to raise 
funds for the parish this last year. 
 
An Evening of Sacred Chant:  The chants of Gregorian 
and Byzantine choirs have been re-created with 
advanced technology in a live performance by Scottish 
classical singer Martin Aelred whilst projecting HD 
graphics of ancient Holy sites across the 
globe.  Thursday 13th December at 7pm in St. Aidan’s 
Church, Johnstone. Special guests are St. Mirin’s 
Cathedral Choir who will feature the TAIZE chants.  Free 
entry with a donation to the concert fund. 
 
Parish Fundraiser Festive Concert 
The Scottish Classical Singer Martin Aelred will  sing a 
selection of songs from Mario Lanza, Enrico Caruso, 
Andrea Bocelli and also some Classic Christmas Carols. 
This will be in the Church Hall on Friday the 14th of 
December beginning at 7pm. No charge. Donation only. 
 
Carols by Candlelight: The Senior & Junior Choirs of the 
Academy of Sacred Music will perform at Turnbull Hall, 
University of Glasgow, Catholic Chaplaincy on Tues 18th 
of December at 7pm. This will be  followed by mulled 
wine and Christmas cake.   
 
Faith Winter Session for Young Adults:  Christ Our 
Eucharist, the Summit of Christian Life Faith Winter 
Session, Stonyhurst, 27-29 December during the 
Christmas holidays for young Catholics. This is a great 
experience to pray and learn about your Catholic Faith 
alongside 200 or so young Catholics, and in the 
company of priests and sisters from around the UK.  A 
coach leaves from Edinburgh and Glasgow. This year’s 
theme is Christ Our Eucharist, the Summit of Christian 
Life.  Bishop John has been invited and will be 
attending. For more info go to faith.org.uk/events 
 

 

Parish Stall: Those who ordered Christmas Cards can 
uplift them today at the stall. There are also Christmas 
Candles for your Christmas meal and table as well as 
small angels to watch over you this Christmas bringing 
you the peace of the Baby Jesus. 
 
Catholic Directory (Calendar): These Directories are for 
the Western Provinces of the Archdiocese of Glasgow 
and the Dioceses of Paisley & Motherwell. The give 
details of the times of Masses, Confession, Adoration 
and of the Diocesan agencies of all three Dioceses. A 
handy book to have. Price £3.20 
  
Christmas Mass Times in St Luke’s Cluster: 
Christmas Eve 24th Dec Vigil : 5pm St Thomas 
                                                      7pm St John’s 
                                                      Midnight St John’s 
Christmas Day 25th Dec            10.00am St Thomas 
                                                      11.00am St John’s 
 
Carols in the Cathedral – Bishop John invites you to the 
annual Diocesan Christmas carol service for all the 
family on Thursday 27th December at 3pm in St. Mirin’s 
Cathedral.  Come along and join in on the festive 
cheer!  There will be tea, coffee and mince pies in the 
cathedral hall after the service and a selection box for 
the children  
 
Alpha at St Bernadette, Erskine: The next session of 
Alpha starts on Wednesday 6th February at 7:00pm and 
will finish on Wednesday 10th. April.   This will include 
an Away day on Saturday 16th. March.  The Alpha 
Course is a 10-week program which has three 
important elements, Food, Talk and 
Discussion. Introductory Session on Wednesday 16th 
January at 7:00pm .alphaerskine@gmail.com 
 
St Michael, the Archangel, defend us in our day of 
battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and 
snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly 
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the 
power of God thrust satan into hell  and with him 
all  evil spirits who wander through the world for the 
ruin of souls. Amen  
 
 

We pray for all those who are sick. We pray for those 
who have died recently, and for the anniversaries of 
those who died around this time: Stephen Castle. 
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