
Parish of St Thomas the Apostle   Sunday Masses:  16.00 (Vigil), 10.00 

Parish Priest: Rev. Joseph Balmer BD    Daily Masses:  10.00 except Wed 18.00 

Address:  70 Main Street, Neilston, G78 3NJ   Confessions:  Wed 17.25 – 17.55 

Tel:  0141 881 1478        Sat 10.30 – 11.00 

Email:  stthomas@rcdop.org.uk       By appointment 

Web:  www.stthomasneilston.co.uk   Adoration:  Mon – Sat 09.00 except Wed 17.00 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stthomasneilston     Also Thu 10.30 – 11.30 

First Sunday of Lent (B) 

Sunday 18th February 2018 

Connect with us online! Visit www.sthomasneilston.co.uk and Like our Facebook Page!  

Last Week’s Collection(s) 
Offertory:  £355.00 (Standing Order) + £313.92 
Building Fund: £216.66 

Important Contact Details 
SSVP:   07598511261 
Hall Enquiries:  0141 580 6642 

Pope Francis and Day of Fasting/Prayer: Pope Francis 
has asked that the Church pray and fast on Friday 23rd 
of February for the intention of Peace in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Sudan. Fr Emmanuel Omollo 
who visited us at Christmas 2016 and Easter 2017 is at 
present working in South Sudan and has spoken to me 
recently about the dangers and difficulties of the 
Mission there. Keep him in your prayers too. 

Stations of the Cross There will be Stations of the Cross 
each Friday after the 10.00am Mass and on Sundays at 
4pm during Lent. 

Our Lady of the Wayside Conference: The Conference 
has written to express its gratitude for the many gifts 
donated from the Parish Jesse tree during Advent. 
Thirty men and women enjoyed a Christmas Dinner and 
received lovely bags of gifts and groceries. 

Youth to Lourdes 2018 - We will be holding a Race Night 
to raise funds for our pilgrimage to Lourdes to help with 
our sick pilgrims. The Race Night will take place on 
Saturday 3rd March 2018 at 7.30pm in St Mirin's 
Cathedral Hall. Tickets cost £5. BYOB. Please reserve 
your ticket(s) by emailing vocations@rcdop.org.uk. We 
are looking for raffle and auction donations. If you can 
donate a prize please contact us at the e-mail address 
above.  

200 Club: For a once only payment of £10, you will have 
10 monthly chances to win 1st Prize £70 and 2nd Prize 
£30. Pick up a form today and return by today. 

Diocesan Priesthood - Thinking about Diocesan 
Priesthood in 2018? For more information please 
contact Fr. John Morrison 01418895056 or e-mail 
vocations@rcdop.org 

St Thomas’s Church Fundraising Committee: Dates for 

your Diary 2018 

• Mon 26th March: Easter Tea Dance for Senior 

Citizens. Tickets available nearer event. 

• Friday 27th April: Ladies Night with Red Hot 

Chilli Papas 

• Friday 8th June: Family Bingo/Quiz Night 

• Friday 7th September: Curry Karaoke 

• Friday 30th November: Christmas Shoppers 

Night. 

Contact Noreen O’Donnell (07867505486) for more 

information or if you would like to help at any event. 

Copy of Events in porch and also on Website. 

20-40 Network Events: Aged 20-40? Would you like to 
meet some fellow young Catholics? Fancy joining us for 
a couple of hours at Ryze, Glasgow’s Indoor Trampoline 
Park and afterwards in the coffee shop on Saturday 
17th March 10:15am – 13:00pm. Just 
email 2040network@gmail.com to buy a ticket or join 
our mailing list to find out about future events if you 
can’t make this one. We’re also on Facebook 
at facebook.com/2040network. 

Billings Ovulation Method® Teacher Training Course 

2018 - Would you like to become a Teacher of the 

Billings Ovulation Method? Are you a user or have been 

a user of the Billings Ovulation Method? Are you an 

interested Health Professional? The Teacher Training 

Course is RCGP Accredited. Fertility Care Scotland 

welcomes you to find out more about the BOM Teacher 

Training Course 2018, running 31st May – 3rd June 

2018, at Schoenstatt Scotland Kentenich Way, Campsie 

Glen, Glasgow, G66 7AT.  For more details please 

contact:   Fertility Care Scotland, 196 Clyde St, Glasgow 

G1 4JY. Tel 0141 220 858.  Or info@fertilitycare.org.uk 
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Legacies: When making your Will, have you thought of leaving a legacy to the parish or diocese? 
Gift Aid:  If you pay tax, ask for a Gift-aid form; with your one-off signature, we get an extra 25%! 

  

Ashes and their meaning: Monsignor Charles Pope. 
Ashes are a Sacramental that points to the Sacrament. 
In the Old Testament in the Book of Numbers 19:9, 17, 
ashes are obtained from a burned sin offering and 
mixed with sprinkled water as a cleansing ritual. In the 
Old Testament, this ritual could not actually take away 
sin (cf Heb 9:9-13), but it did provide for ritual purity. It 
also symbolized repentance and a desire to be free 
from sin. In the same way, ashes on Ash Wednesday 
(mixed with holy water) cannot take away sin. They are 
a Sacramental, not a sacrament. To receive ashes on 
Ash Wednesday and then not go to confession some 
time during Lent is really to miss the point. If one really 
desires to repent and to be cleansed and free of sin, 
then from the Sacramental of ashes one goes to the 
Sacrament of Confession. Otherwise the ritual of Ash 
Wednesday is pointless. Ashes, a sign of a true 
change – Scripture says, When the news [of Nineveh’s 
possible destruction in forty days] reached the king of 
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal 
robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in 
the dust (Jonah 3:6). Here, too, repentance is 
symbolized, but the symbol alone is not enough—
actual repentance is required. The king does not just 
“get ashes”; he issues a decree calling for fasting, 
prayer, and true reform: Do not let any man or beast, 
herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or 
drink. But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. 
Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up 
their evil ways and their violence. Who knows? God 
may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce 
anger so that we will not perish (Jonah 3:7-9). It is not 
enough to get a sooty forehead. True repentance is 
called for, an actual intent to change. Otherwise the 
ashes are a false sign and not a summons to faith and a 
new mind – Jesus said, Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in 
you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes (Matt 
11:21). Jesus rebukes ancient towns for their lack of 
faith. It is good to recall that the Greek word translated 
here as “repented” is μετενόησαν (metenoesan), which 
more literally means “to come to a new mind or way of 
thinking.” There are many ways that we think about 
things that are more of the world than of God. Our 
ongoing challenge is to come to a new mind and to 
think more as God thinks. This is only possible by His 
grace, working through Scripture and Church teaching. 
It is significant that the ashes are smeared on the 
forehead or sprinkled on the head—we are called to a 
faith that transforms our mind. We are called to 
be transformed by the renewal of our minds (Romans 
12:2). 

How real are your ashes? Do you intend the things 
described above as you go forth? Or is it just a ritual, 
something to do because it’s “sort of neat”? Pray and 
reflect on the deeper meaning of the ashes. 

Lent: Take Something Up Mass, Reconciliation, Stations 
of the Cross, Rosary, Read the Bible, Pray, Volunteering, 
Support 40 Days for Life. Donate to the Homeless, Be a 
nicer person, Aid to the Poor, Support your Parish. 
Lent: Give something up good or bad: Coffee, TV,  
Swearing,Impurity in relationships, Fizzy Drinks, Social 
Media, Pornography, Alcohol, Smoking, Chocolate, 
Drugs. 

Knock and Lough Derg/Donegal Pilgrimage 2018 - 
Monday 2nd – Friday 6th JULY 2018 Knock and Lough 
Derg - £285, Knock and Donegal - £375, Single Room 
Supplement – Knock £10pppn, Single Room 
Supplement – Donegal £20pppn, To book or for further 
information contact:, Day – Anne – 07901873259 
anne.doherty61@hotmail.co.uk, or evening – Liam – 
0141 569 1982 or email liam.coyle1@ntlworld.com, or 
find info on Facebook - Glasgow Vigils Events 

Pro-Life Mass – Wednesday, 21st February in Blessed 
John Duns Scotus, 270 Ballater St, Gorbals G5 0YT. 
There will be Adoration at 6pm, followed by Rosary at 
7pm and Mass at 7.30pm. All welcome.  

Vocation Lenten Calendars: These are available from 
the Diocesan Vocations Commission in the porch. Each 
Day of Lent you are invited to pray for Vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life. 

 

Please Pray for:  
Those who have died recently: Molly Britten, Elizabeth 
Duncan, Jim Nisbet, and for the anniversaries of Sarah 
Burns, John Byrne Snr, James  & Mary Byrne, Bill 
Gilmour, Catherine Guthrie, Larraine Lee, Tommy Mc 
Allister. 
Those who are sick: Ronald Burns, Peter Cairney, John 
Cannon, Anne Cox, Joseph Din, Jean Docherty, Ree 
Dunn, Joyce Van Gorder, Bob Fairlie, Ellen Hendry, 
Daniel Hughes, Lucy Hughes, Rena Jardine, Rebecca 
Keay, Margaret Skea, Andrew Madsen, Maureen 
Muldoon, Elizabeth Mc Cusker, Yvonne Mc Lachlan, 
Theresa Mc Veigh, Agnes O’Donnell, Sr Patricia Reilly, 
Irene Rome, Sonia Galligo Romero, Lynn Scott, 
Elizabeth Turnbell, Laurie Thompson, Esther West, 
Janet & Jimmy Smith. Rachel Smith (Infant) 
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